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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">W. G. Simms, Southern poet and novelist, writing<BR>in 1852, felicitates himself as being among the first<BR>who about fifteen years earlier advocated slavery<BR>as a great good and a blessing. Harriet Martineau,<BR>an English author who traveled extensively in the<BR>South in 1835, found few slaveholders who justified<BR>the institution as being in itself just. But after<BR>the debates in the Virginia Legislature, there were<BR>few owners of slaves who publicly advocated abo- <BR>lition. The spirit of mob violence had set in,<BR>and, contrary to the utterances of Virginia states- <BR>men, free speech on the subject of slavery was<BR>suppressed in the slave States. This did not mean<BR>that Southern statesmen had lost the power to per- <BR>ceive the evil effects of slavery or that they were<BR>convinced that their former views were erroneous.<BR>[t meant simply that they had failed to agree<BR>upon a policy of gradual emancipation, and the<BR>only recourse left seemed to be to follow the ex- <BR>ample of James G. Birney and leave the South or<BR>to submit in silence to the new order.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">W. G. Simms, Southern poet and novelist, writing<BR>in 1852, felicitates himself as being among the first<BR>who about fifteen years earlier advocated slavery<BR>as a great good and a blessing. Harriet Martineau,<BR>an English author who traveled extensively in the<BR>South in 1835, found few slaveholders who justified<BR>the institution as being in itself just. But after<BR>the debates in the Virginia Legislature, there were<BR>few owners of slaves who publicly advocated abo- <BR>lition. The spirit of mob violence had set in,<BR>and, contrary to the utterances of Virginia states- <BR>men, free speech on the subject of slavery was<BR>suppressed in the slave States. This did not mean<BR>that Southern statesmen had lost the power to per- <BR>ceive the evil effects of slavery or that they were<BR>convinced that their former views were erroneous.<BR>[t meant simply that they had failed to agree<BR>upon a policy of gradual emancipation, and the<BR>only recourse left seemed to be to follow the ex- <BR>ample of James G. Birney and leave the South or<BR>to submit in silence to the new order.</SPAN><BR>\
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